“At Kickoff on
January 7, inventor
Dean Kamen was
joined by former
Presidents George
W. Bush and Bill

Clinton, will.i.am,

frontman of The
Black Eyed Peas,
and a host of other
celebrities via video
to launch the 21st
FIRST robotics
competition season
today with the Kick-
off of a new robotics
game called
‘Rebound Rumble.’
Before a crowd of
800 people at South-
ern New Hampshire
University in Man-
chester, N.H., the
hometown and head-
quarters of FIRST®,
an estimated 60,000
around the world
joined the Kickoff
via live NASA-TV
broadcast and web-

EumEHeu
Rebound Rumble game logo

cast.” - FIRST web-
site

In “Rebound
Rumble”, robots at-
tempt to earn points
by balancing bridges
and shooting hoops.
Teams can earn
more points by coop-
erating with a team
from the other alli-
ance to balance the
middle of the three
bridges on the court,
and they can earn
more points by
shooting into the
higher hoops (4
hoops with 1 top
level, 2 middle level,
and 1 bottom level) .
Teams can also earn
points in a “hybrid”

autonomous mode.
It is a hybrid this
year because we get
to use the Xbox ki-
nect to move our ro-
bot. Only one team
on each alliance will
be allowed to do so,
and the other two
teams will do a regu-
lar autonomous
mode, hence the
“hybrid” name. For
the next five weeks,
we will meet every
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Sat-
urday at the
QinetiQ building
brainstorming and
building. As always,
sponsors are wel-
come to attend our
build sessions. We
would be thrilled if
sponsors and the
public would attend
our Open House,
Monday February
20, at 7 pm.







